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I spent my formative years in Deal on 

the Kent Coast, developing an affinity 

with the sea and coastline that gave me 

a wide-reaching exposure to the 

marine environment. This was followed 

by 15 years in the Royal Navy and my 

love of the sea and waterways in 

general became a passion. Largely 

self-taught, I took up painting in the 

early 1990’s after a chance visit to an 

OAG Annual Exhibition when I was so 

inspired I applied to become a member.  

 

 

 

 

 

At the time, like most newcomers to painting, I started 

off in watercolours but now I have for some years 

worked exclusively in oils – far more forgiving!  My 

preference is to work in the studio using a collection of 

photographs and sketches. These have been 

accumulated over time with the focus primarily on 

marine subjects - although I did find the OAG plein air 

days most enjoyable and challenging. Much of my 

inspiration comes from the works of Edward Seago and 

David Curtis. 

 

 

My painting approach in oils 

starts with thin darks to mid-tones 

then lights, adjusting the values 

and rounding the forms as the 

painting develops.  I endeavour to 

finish one section at a time with 

soften edges to allow a seamless 

transition for the next section. If a 

section is not working I will wipe 

out with a rag – the ‘ghost image’ 

retained can quite often offer an atmospheric feature to capitalise on. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

I’ve completed a number of private commissions over the years, part of the enjoyment is the 

interaction with the customer and the challenge of meeting deadlines. With my focus primarily on 

marine subjects, commissions have opened my eyes to a wide range of subject material that I might 

have overlooked – very rewarding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Len Murrell 

www.len.murrell.co.uk 


